PASSAGES  FROM ARABIA  DESERTA
humane: the best and the worst Moslemin can discourse very
religiously. He held the valour of the Moghrebies to be incom-
parable, it were perilous then to contrary him; a tiger he was in
his dunghill ill-humour, and had made himself formerly known
on this road by bis cruelties.   Somewhile being lieutenant at
Maan, he had hanged (as he vaunted) three men.   Then, when
it had been committed to him to build a vault over the spring
head at the kdla Medowwara, and make that water sure from
all hostility of the Aarab, he took certain of them prisoners,
sheykbs accused of plundering the Haj, and binding them, he fed
them every day in the tower with two biscuits, and every day he
caused to be ground a measure of meal in an hand-mill (which
is of intolerable weight) upon their breasts; until yielding to these
extremities, which they bore sometime with manly fortitude,,
they had sent for that ransom which he would devour of them, A
diseased senile body he was, full of ulcers, and past the middle
age, so that he looked not to live long, his visage much like a fiend^
dim with the leprosy of the soul and half fond; he shouted when
he spoke with a startling voice, as it might have been of the ghr6h
of his dark heart ruled by so weak a head, we had hourly alarms
in the lonely kella. Well could he speak (with a certain erudite
utterance) to his purpose, in many or in few words.   These
Orientals study little else, as they sit all day idle at the coffee in
their male societies: they learn in this school of infinite human
observation to speak to the heart of one another.   His tales
seasoned with saws, which are the wisdom of the unlearned, we
heard for more than two months, they were never ending. He
told them so lively to the eye that they could not be bettered, and;;
part were of his own motley experience. Of a licentious military
tongue^ and now in the shipwreck of a good understanding, witk
the bestial insane instincts and the like compunctions of a spent
humility, it seemed the jade might have been (if great had beea
his chance) another Tiberius senex. With all this, he was very
<icvoat as only they can be, and in his religion scrupulous; it lay
michi^poiihsconscience to nametheNasrany Khatil, andhemacfc
ASt to call me, for one Khalfl, five times Ibrahim, He returned
always wiA a wonderful solemnity to his prayers, wherein las
found a sweet foretaste of Paradise; this was all the solace here
34